
 

DOWNTOWN ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE  

MINUTES 

Held: Thursday, January 12th, 2023, at 3:00pm 

Location: Kent Room, in Person  

 

Present: Krista Stead-Mackler, Shannon Baillon, John Clement, John McKenty, Claire Rothery, Kathryn 

Jamieson, and Kelsey Dold 

Absent: Susan Park 

 

First Meeting of 2023 

Called to Order by the Chair, Krista Stead-Mackler, at 3pm. 

Disclosure of Pecuniary Interest and General Nature Thereof 

There being none, the Chair moved onto the next order of business. 

Approval of Last Minutes 

Approved by John Clement.  

Discussion of Additional Items  

a. Bike racks  

➢ Potential to add the short circular black poles in the downtown. 

➢ Will revisit. 

b. Advent calendar 

➢ Potential initiative: Purchase a twenty-dollar ticket with a given number for the chance to win a 

different promotion each day. Behind the window is a number, if you have that number on your 

ticket you win the promotion. 

➢ People to walk away with a card that has the advent picture, their number, and “Thank you for 

supporting the Downtown Heritage Perth BIA”.  



➢ Watercolor artist to create the graphic of the advent calendar? 

➢ May need to source a lottery/gambling license, however, brainstorming ways to avoid this. 

➢ Krista Stead-Mackler to speak with the Perth Chocolate Works regarding how to source the 

advents and at what cost will be to make. 

➢ Should the advent calendar be online and something for participants to check on their own 

daily?  

➢ Maybe some proceeds directed to the Table?  

➢ Would need a design and finalized plan by June 1st – would launch September 1st. 

➢ All proceeds would be directed to the Environment Committee. 

➢ Start brainstorming – will meet in February to speak specifically to this topic. 

Unfinished Business 

c. Feedback on the new Perth sign 

➢ A lot of people have negative comments but a lot more with positive 

➢ There have been complaints that the sign does not fit into the Heritage aspect of the town. 

Some responding with how it’s progressive and that it’s neat, different, and is supposedly going 

to achieve its purpose of promotion.  

➢ There’s dispute as to why the grant money was used on the sign instead of other beautification 

means. Not everyone knows that the grant received for the sign was for that sole purpose. The 

grant does not cover more trees, lights, etc.,  

➢ Trees are all still being planted, that hasn’t changed 

➢ Idea: Krista Stead-Mackler to speak with the owner of the building regarding placing a plaque on 

the left side of the wall beside the sign with hashtags. The aim is to circulate hashtags to create 

more traction on social media outlets.   

d. Barrel Replacements 

➢ Twenty barrels are gone/need replacing. 

➢ The current barrels do not last longer than three to four years, is it time to rethink the barrels? 

What other mode of planters could be used? Plastic may shatter during the winter.  

➢ The height of the downtown barrels is appealing versus the shorter planters in Smiths Falls. 

Kelsey Dold is to still connect with the Downtown Smiths Falls Business Association (DSFBA) to 

inquire if their planters have ever been vandalized or moved. 



➢ Claire Rothery to inquire about how the replacement barrels could look better before being 

weatherized. Shellac? Primer?  

Garbage and Recycling 

➢ All in review. The BIA Board sent a motion to council, who redirected it to staff, who are now 

covering requests and assessing the topic. 

➢ The Town of Perth is in the process of making a map with the locations of all garbage bins. 

➢ The Town of Perth is making an assessment to see if more staff is needed for garbage removal 

versus having existing staff do it. Weekend Town employees have already been directed to 

empty certain bins, however, this is already an extended ask alongside the other responsibilities 

of the weekend employees.  

➢ John Clement to compose a letter about garbage/recycling and be approved by Shannon Baillon. 

➢ Kelsey Dold to compose a BIA Business Forum post addressing the garbage and recycling issue. 

➢ All recycle becomes contaminated when disposed of improperly.  

e. Picnic Table Project 

➢ Have decided to have more tables this year located at Crystal Palace. 

➢ Krista Stead-Mackler to inquire if there are enough tables for use?  

➢ Revisiting in March. 

Next Meeting: February 9th, 2023, at 3pm. 

Adjournment: at 3:57pm by the Chair, Krista Stead-Mackler. 


